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THE STUDY OF MEASURES FOR SOLVING
WATER SHORTAGE PROBLEM IN BEIJING

Chen Shihui
(Department of Materials and Engineering Sciences of NSFC)

In this paper the serious situation of water shortage in Beijing is analyzed. The accumulated
overdraft of groundwater in Beijing from 1979 to 1985 reached 3.6 billion m®. The average water
table depth in suburban plain areas was over 9m, while the maximum drawdown of groundwater
in the center of the cone of depression exceeded 40m. According to the forecast of the water bud-
get for the year 2000, the shortage of water for a mean year will be 620 million m®, and that for a
dry year the deficit will exceed 1380 million m®. To solve the problem of water resource shortage
in Beijing, on the basis of analysis of suggestions from different sources, a system of comprehen-
sive measures for strict control of water consumption, optimum utilization of all available internal
water resources, proper transferof water resources from neighbouring basin, as well as strength-
ening water management, is proposed. In this paper the measures for effective use of storm water

are also discussed in detail.



